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Reuerend SIR, 


. fit to call a New Parliament, and, con- 
ſequently, a New Convocation of the 
— Clergy. The Fundure is as Extraor- 
dinam in relation to the Church, as the State, and 
the Welfare of both equally concern d in the good 
Succels of this Meeting. You will forgive me 

therefore, if I make uſe of that Freedom to which 
an old Friendſhip entitles me, in preſſing you to 
taßke care of the Electing Fit Members tor that 


belong. You know what Diſputes are now de- 
pending between the Two Houſes of Convocation; 
and are aware, I hope, that, whenever they are 
determin'd:to the Prejudice of the Lower Clergy, 
there's an End of all the Rights and Liberties of 
their Houſe, and they are from that Moment 
an Uſeleſs and Inſignificant part of the Conſtitu- 
tion. And how ſuch Differences ſhall be deter- 
min'd, depends in great meaſure on the Wiſe 
Choice of Profors for the approaching Convoca- 
tion. The EleFive Members of the Lower Houje, 


in reſpect of thoſe who lit there by reaſon of their 


Dignities, bear the Proportion of above Four to 
Five, in the whole. The Influence of my Lords 


the Biſhops in determining the Choice of theſe is 


very great both in the Chapters and Dioceſes: and 


if they [hal] pleaſe to exert it to the utmoſt, as 
ſome of them did before the laſt Convocation, 
they muſt certainly go a great way towards pro- 
curing ſuch a Lower Houſe as will ſacrifice all its 


| Rights. and Liberties to the Upper; unleſs the 


Clergy make a reſolute ſtand in this caſe, and aſ- 


ſert the Freedom of their EleGions, like En- 


glihmen, With Unanimity, Vigour, and Firm-, 


nes. 
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LETTER to a Clergyman in the Country, 
concerning the Choice of Members, and the 
Execution of the Parliament-Writ, for the En- 


Hardſhips which the Clergy ſuffer from thei 


times, ſuch Complaints are to be made, mall 


Chapter and Dioceſe, to which you particularly 


therefore, which was appointed ta cankidex 0 80 


Cognizanci, came to this Reſolution, amo 
I bat the Intermediing of Biſhops, or their. OF 


his Reſolution was reported, and agreed # I 


. cis kind, by putting the Biſpops upon ſuch dy 1 
t is certainly the moſt Unreaſonable thing in ſures and 
; cos World, apd.the higheR Violence jo one Four | 
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- ſtiturion, for my Lords the Biſhops to overrülg | 
IS Majefty hath, in his Wiſdom, thought 


the Elections of thoſe Profors, whoſe chief Buſi- 
neſs it is, when they come to Convocation, to re 
preſent, among other things, the Gricvanceeand | 


Lordſhips Courts, and Officers. It muſt need 
be an Effectual way of damping all Complaints 
this kind, if thoſe to whom, and of whom ſame" 


have it in their power to Name the Complainersg 
And yet the maniteft Unreaſonableneſs of this? | 
Method did not hinder. it from being practis dd 
when the Writs laſt iſſu'd, in a moſt Open * f 
Arbitrary manner, particularly in the Dioceſe , 


B. and i; where the Biſhop employ d his Office 


to ride up and down, ſolliciting and ſecurigg j| 
Votes, and Vc himſelf was preſent in Conliftory; 3 
at the Election, and forgot no proper way of 
ing or alluring the Voters into a Complliag 
The Clergy, when met, appear d deeply leu [ 


of this Invation of their Rights, and of the 


chievous Conſequences of it: And à Commi⁰ 


the Crabamint and Ræformand of Eccleſialtigas 


others; 


Reſolv'd, 


. 


cers, 1 14/5 the Election of Procurators, o %, 
in Convacation, ij d1Grievances. | / i! Þ 
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in a Full Houſe, and order'd to be carried; 
to the Biſhops. But ſome, who had deter 
that this Convocation ſhauld meet. to no. purple 
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took effectual care to prevent any Applicatii 
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which means This, and ſeveral Other juſt Com- 
plaints of your Brethren Below were ſo far from 
being redreſsd Above, that they were not ſo much 
as allowed to be heard. We can ſcarce hope there- 
fore hut that the ſame Attempts will be renew'd, 


and improved perhaps, towards influencing Ele- 


dor the ſucceeding Convocation. If they 
are, permir me, Sir, to hope that You, and the 
reſt of your Neighbouring Clergy will take all 


Proper and Prudent fteps to defeat them: and, 
notwithſtanding the Deep Veneration which, I 


know, You have, and ought to have, for the E- 
piſcopal Character will not ſtick on this occaſion 
to repreſent to your Biſhop, in the molt Decent 
and Dutiful manner you are able, that ſuch a Pra- 


Rice is highly injurious to the Rights of his Clergy, 


and utterly deſtructive of the Conſtitution of an 
Engliſh Synod. „„ 
Conſider, Sir, I beſecech you, how great a ſhare 


of the Lower Houſe Members are directly made by 
the Biſhops. All the Archieacons, which are a- 


bove a Third Part of the Body, are of Their imme- 
diate Creation; and fo are the Deans, by the 
means of che Commiſſion tor Eccleſiaſtical Prefer- 
ments. In the Choice of Capitular and Rural Proctors 


too they will always have a Secret but Governing 
Influence, as on ſeveral other accounts, ſo parti- 


-ularly, becauſe, either in their Own Right, or 


hat of the Crown, they diſpoſe of many Parochial 


Jures, and moſt of the Prebends. An open Int: po- 
it ion therefore in ſwaying the Choice of the Pro- 
tors muſt, if not oppoled, in time, bring the Lower 
Houſe into an abſolute Subjection and Vaſſalage to 
ne Upper; and conſequently make their De- 
Hates and Reſolut ons too Implicit, to have any 


eight with Wiſe Men, and their Privileges alto- 


ether Precarious. 


Tis eaſie to foreſee that ſuch à Conſtitution, 
tt can be of no good Uſe, while it laſts, ſo is 
| hath been form'd a- late, to promote an Indepen- 


Hat likely to laft long: The Laiety will ſoon take 


.mbrage at an Aſſembly of Men lo intirely at the 
lercy of their Superiors, and ſo firmly united 


nder one Common Head, who according to the 
ew Scheme of Church Politicks, has the abſo- 


ite Diſpoſal of all the Synodical Rights buth of 
zem and their Leaders. They will be juſtly 


alous that a numerous Body of Men ſo manag'd 


Id inclin'd, will be fit for nothing but to be the 


ſtruments of Arbitrary Dominion; and for 
ar / leſt ſuch a Conſtitution in the Church ſhould 
degrees infeQ the State, may think it Wiſedom 
fall firft upon that, and Grind it to Powder. 
ertain it is, that no Scheme of Eccleſiaſtical 
overnment can long ſubſiſt, which is not ada- 


ed and proportion'd in ſome meaſure to the civil 


lodel, as far as the Original Inſtitutions of our 
Fed Saviour, and his Apoſtles, will admit of 
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ſuch a Complyance, And therefore a Temporal 
Goverrment, founded in Liberty, ſuch as, God 
be thanked, the Engliſh one is, can never incor- 
porate kindly with a Spiritual Society, that 1s 
ſupported by Slavery; but will either reduce it 
to ſome kind of Conformity with it ſelf, or quick- 
ly deſtroy. it. I hope this was not one Realon, 
why ſome of late have carried the Archbiſhop's 
Power up to luch an Exorbitant height, becauſe 
they foreſaw that ſuch Attempts would naturally 
end in a proportionable Depreſſion both of that, 
and of the Rights and Liberties of the Order: 


Tho' I muſt confeſs that from certain odd Alli- 
ances, and Conjunctions of Interefts, which have 


hapned in our time, one would be apt to ſuſpe& 


that the late Pleas for the Authority of Metropo- 


litans and their Comprovincials have not been ad- 


vanced with any view of perpetuating our preſent 


Church Eſtablihment. | 


It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary to the very 


Being, as well as Rights, of Convocations, to 


| 8 the Lower Houſe in ſuch a moderate 


tate of Liberty, as ſuits beft both with the Gen- 
tle Plan of Primitive Epiſcopacy, and with the 
Freedom of that Civil Conſtitution under which 
we live. And this can never be done, unleſs the 


Liberty of Elections be preſerv'd to the Chapters, 
and Dioceſes; and the Clergy left entirely free to 


ſend up ſuch Repreſentatives, as they ſhall judge 


moſt able, and willing to aſſert their Legal Rights, 
and declare their Grievances. And whenſoever 
therefore, this Fundamental Right of theirs 
comes to be invaded, it will be a manifeſt Indica- 


tion that ſomething is going forward, which is 
not much for the Intereſt of the Body: for where 
that is ſincerely intended, the Clergy may ſafely 
be truſted with naming the Men that are to take 
„ ͤ MCLE IE I mn. 

I know, it will be ſaid, that a powerful Party 


dence of the Presbyters on their Biſhops ; wo 
have reaſon therefore to ſecure, if they can, the 


Return of ſuch Members as ſhall not join in thoſe 


Levelling Meaſures. But ſuch Pretences can 


paſs only on the Thoughtleſs and Unwary ; For 


all who have Contider'd the Frame and Principles 


of our Church, muſt ſee, that it is utterly im- 


poſſible for the Members of it ever to give in to 
any ſuch wild Deſign, as that of diminiſhing the 
juſt Honour or Authority of their Superiours. 
No, the Engliſh Clergy have ſo true a reſpect 
for Epiſcopacy rooted in their Hearts, and are by 
ſo many Ties, even ofa ſecular Intereft engag d 
to revere and ſupport it, that it is the ſtrongeſt 
Preſumption in the World, of their. being ill us d 


in an high Degree, and even forc d to act on the 
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Nefenſive, when they break through all theſe | 


Biſhops, Such an Oppoſition, when it hap» 
pens in a Church ſo Conſtituted as this, can 
neither be ſuppoſed to have been formed at firſt, 
nor can it ever be kept up, by any particular 


| Views of Deſigning Men; but muſt neceſſarily 


have taken its Riſe from ſome General Cauſe of 
a juſt Diſcontent, and muſt owe its continuance 


to it. The Clergy are as much, though not as 


Honourable a part of the Eſtabliſhment, as the 


| Biſhops 3 and under equal Obligations of Duty 


and Intereſt, to maintain it: And therefore when 


That is broke in upon, they AQ as becomes them, 


in Oppoſing the Innovation from what Quarter 


| ſoever it comes; their Silence would in this Caſe 
be much more Criminal than their Struggle, In 
truth, ſuch a Conteſt is not, properly with their 
| Biſhops, but for them; ſince it is in behalf of the 


Conſtitution, in which the Biſhops have the moſt 


eminent Share: And a Wound therefore given 


in any part of it muſt needs, in the Event, affect 


"Them, as much as it doth Thoſe, who are more 
immediately touch'd by it. J. et a Violation of 
the Priviledges of the Church Begin where it 

will, it is no hard matter to Propheſie where it 


will end. So that an Epiſcopal Clergy cannot 
ſhew themſelves truer to their Principles in any 
thing, than in labour ing to keep up a Couſtitution 


in all its Parts, by which Epiſcopacy it ſelf is kept 

up: And doreally conſult their L9rdſhip's Inte- 

refts, by preventing, if it be poſſible, any Di- 
minution of their 0wn, N 


Beſides, in ſome Branches of the preſent Di- 


where their Lordſhips themſelves do, for ought 
1 can find, fit by unconcern'd. For inſtance, in 


the great Point of Adjournment, the Clergy 
earneſt deſire is, that the Biſhops Share of Power 
may be preſerv'd to them, and that the Act of 
Adjourning the Upper-Houſe, may be allow'd ta 
ſpring from Their, as well as from the Archbi. 
: fop's Authority: Whereas the Aſſerters of his 


Grace's Sole Power to Adjourn beth Houſes, make 
the Biſhops as Implicit and Inſignificant a Part of 
the Convocation, as the Presbyters z and ered a 


Prerogative to the Archbiſhop on the Ruin of the 
Intereſts, not only of the Inferiour Clergy, but 


of all the Suffragans of his Province, And ſo, 
in the Point of Deprivirg Biſbops, which hath not 


Jet been Diſputed, were the Opinion of the 


Lower- Houſe ask d, I am ſure it would be, that a 


Metropolitan neither hath, nor can paſſibly have 


'uch a Power; becauſe there is no Canon of the 
Church, no Precedent Old, or New, Abroad, or 
at Home, to countenance ſuch a Power: And yer, 


if we are not milinform'd, ſeveral of my Lords 


N 


Barrs and Reſtraints, to Contend with their 


_ every conſidering Clergyman in the Province 


. portance : There is another, in which you are in 
Articles of Complaint, bring in this that fol- 


Parliamentary Convocations 


| diſputed and deny'd; and the encouraging Books and 
ſpute, the Clergy do manifeſtly, and moſt avowed: - 


y Pleadthe Cauſe of my Lords the Biſhops, even 
cation, or ſuch as are vbere repreſented) ie & Gries] 


on what Grounds the Houſe went in framing ity 


mies it. 5 


Warn the Deau of his Cathedral Church, and 


| 


the Biſhops themlelves are of another Mu 
The Clergy therefore are ſo far from attemptin 
any ways to encroach on the Power of their Bi- 
ſhops, that one end of their preſent Struggle is, 
to prevent any {ſuch Encroachments. It would 
be a ſtrange ſight indeed, to ſee a Church of Eng- 
land Clergy engag'd in running downEpilcopacy ; 
as firange, as it is now to find ſome Men, that 
You and I know, ſuch Zealous Advocates for it. 
If this then be theirLordſhip's Reaſon for inter- 
poling in the Choice of Proctors, to prevent any 
Invaſion of their Authority, they may fately fit | 
ftill, and let the Conftitution have its Courſe; J 
For the Clergy can ſend up no Reprelentatives 
who will not be as careful to maintain the Dignity 1 
of the Mitre, as even thoſe who wear it. 
I ſhall not doubt therefore but that You and 


will take care to lecure this capital Point of Ele- 
tions, which is of to great, and fo manifeft Im- 
more danger of being milled, for want of that 
Light which is requiſite to direct you in it. The 
ſame Committee I mentioned, did among their 
lowsz ; 
That the not Executing of the Clauſe Præmuni- 
entes, in the Biſhop's Writ, but ſuppreſſing the ſame, 
after 1hat the Right of ibe Clergy to meet in their! 
ath been publickly! 


Papers, written againſt the Rights and Authority 
f Convocations, (eſpecially by Members of Convuasl 


Ibis Reſolution alſo was Reported, andAgreed} 
wich the former. That you may be able to judge 


and be put by that means into a proper way off 


demanding the Execution of this Clauſe ; pery 


mit me, Sir, to inform you particularly of the 
Nature and Deſiga both of Yer, and of the H 
for the Convocation, Which conftantly accompas 


When a new Parliament is to meet, H/rzrs « 
Summons are directed to every Biſpep, of like Ta 
nor with thoſe to the Lords Temporal, but with 
the Addition of a Clauſe in the latter part of 
them, whereby each Bilhop is commanded, t0 


his Archdearon, or Archdeacons, the Clergy of bY 
Chapter, and of his Droceſs, to appear, the twe 
firſt in Perſon, the latter by their Practars, ol 
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Weſtminſter, on the Day of holding the Parlia- 
ment. The Words of it are, Pramunientes De- 
earum, © Capitulum Eccleſiæ veſtræ, ac Archidia- 
comes, totumque Clerum veſtræ Dioceſeos , quod 
tjdem Decanus & Archidiaconi in proprijs perſonis 
ſuis, ac dictum Capitulum per unum, tdemg; Clerus 
per duos Procuratores idoneos, plenam & ſufficientem 
poteſtatem ab ipſis Capitulo & Clero diviſim haben- 
tes, prædictis die & loco interfint ad conſentiendum 
bijs que tun ibidem de Communt Conſilio didi reg- 
ni, diving favente Clementia, ccntiger int ordinari. 
After this, there iſſue two other Writs to the 
Archbiſhop of each Province, and that tothe Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury Commands him to cite all his 
Suffragan Biſtops, all the Peaus and Chapters of 
Cathedral, or Collegiate Churches, all the Arch- 
deacons, and Clergy of the ſeveral Droceſes in his 
Province, to appear either in Perſon, or by Proxy, 
at St. Pauls, to Treat, Content and Conclude, 
Ce. The entire Form it ſelf is too large to be in- 
ſerted in the Body of this Letter, but you will 
find a Copy at the end of it. The Execution of 
this Writ is, by a Mandate from the Arckbiſhop 
to the Biſhop of London, encloling it; Which He, 
ina like Mandate of his Own, tranſmits to the 
ſeveral Suffragan Biſhops; and they Summon all 


the Clergy of a their Reſpective Dioceſes to 
Convocation, according to the Tenor of it. But 


the Execution of the Clauſe, Præmunientes, in 
the Parliament Writ, is made by the ſole Autho- 
rity of each Biſhop, who conveys it by his Man- 
date (in the ſame Manner, and at the ſame Time, 
that he tranſmits the Convocation- Writ) to the 


— ͤ ͤ—— — — — — — — — 


(4) 8 


iſſues always with every new Parliament; but 


there is nothing in the Writ it ſelf, that deter- 
mines it to iſſue at ſuch Times, nor doth it carry 
any Relation to the Parliament, but what the 


Cuſtom of its thus iſſuing concurrently with the 


Parliament-Writ gives it. Tis true, this is a 
Cuſtome now of ſome hundred Years ſtanding, 
and by the Rules of our Conſtitution therefore 
not to be violated. However, it is much younger 
{till than the Clauſe in the Biſhop*s Writ, and *twill 
be much eaſier to break through this Cuftom, 
than to omit that Clauſe, which is woven into the 
very Body of a Parliament Mrit, and can never be 
ſtruck out of it, but by Conſent of Parliament. 
Whenever a Prince comes to ſit upon the Throne, 
who ſhall think the Attendance of the Clergy on 

bis Parliaments uſeleſs, if that Attendance be ſe- 
cur'd to them only by the Provincial Writ, he will 


quickly have Methods ſuggeſted to him, how to 


get rid of it, He will be told, that the ſending 
out that Writ together with thoſe for the Parlia- 
ment, is a mere Act of Prerogative, and to be 
continu'd or intermitted, at pleaſure, Or ſhould it 
be thought fit to keep up the Formality of ſuch 
a Summons, in reverence to Old Cuſtome, yet 
will it be faid, that there is no Neceſſity of the 
Clergy's Meeting, and being form'd into a Body ; 
or if That too be allow'd, yet that till it is in his 


Power to diſmiſs them, when met, and ſo form'd, 


ſeveral Perſons of his Dioceſe concern'd in it. 


Now the Convocation Writ being conſtantly Exe- 
cuted, as often as it iſſues, in the Method before 


deſcrib'd, and Summoning all the ſame Perſons 


that are warn'd to appear by the Clauſe, Pramu- 
itentes, this hath by degrees introduc'd a Neg- 
lect in the Executing that Clauſe, ſo that ſince the 


Reſtoration of Charles the ſecond (when the Pri- 
viledges of Convocation, and the Importance of 


theſe Forms, began every day to be lets and leſs 
inder ſtood, or minded) there have been but very 
ew Inftances of it. The Lower- Houſe ſaw that 


guence to the Clergy, and a Bar to their Parlia- 


the Execution of this Clauſe might be revi- 
ved, and go hand in hand always with the 
Execution of the other Writ, by which the I/hole 
Body of the Convocation is at once ſummon'd. And 
as needleſs as it may ſeem to you, at firſt ſight, 
that the ſame Perſons ſhould be thus doubly cited 
yet, upon further reflection, you will find that 
there are very juſt and convincing, reaſons for it. 
The Provincial Writ indeed, by an Old Cuſtome, 


_ Attendance ; and therefore prels'd that 


as ſoon as he pleaſes, without waiting for the Cu- 


ftomary Time of Proroguing the Parliament and 


Convocation together. That theſe things may be 
ſaid hereafter We have no reaſon to doubt, who 


have heard them actually aid already; the Books 


are in every Budy's hands, where fuch Aﬀertions 
are laid down, and the Practices, built upon them, 


duch a Neglect might in time be of fatal Conſe. 


are freſh in every One's Memory. And the Eſpou- 


ſers of ſuch Illegal and Oppreſſive Schemes have 
been ſo far from relenting a- late on the account 


of the Check which has been given to their Do- 


ctrine, that the Lateſt Book written on that fide 


is fuller of them, and maintains them more open- 
ly and profeſſædly than any of the Former, I 
mean the Book about the Archbiſhop*s Right 10 Pro- 

rogue the whole Convocation: One Paſſage of 
which I ſhall point out to you, and leave You to 


confider of, at Jour leiſure. The Penner of it is 


anſwering a Difficulty, with which this Pretended 
Right of the Archbiſhop had been ſaid to be clog- 


ged, that it would Enable any Prince, who ſhould 
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have thoughts of ſuppreſſing Convocations, to 


effect ſuch a Deſign very ealily; ſince, in order 
to it, he had nothing to do but to make an Arch⸗ 
biſhop, who ſhovld be ready to exert his Adjourn- 
ing Power, as directed. To this that Writer re- 


ply. That the Prince, if be be ſo inclin'd, needs 


not the aſſiſtance of the Archbiſhop's Power of Ad- 


journiug 
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RO GUIN G, er NO T-SU MM ONING, 
vill do ii AS LEGALLY, ard more Efellu- 
ally, p. 115, 116. If ycu conſder Where, and 
by Whcm this Fook was drain vp, you will eaßly 
ſee what bleſfed Schemes are ſtill meditating for 
ſvpprefiing the Liberties and Meetirgs ot the 
Church; and will be ſatisfied that the Clergy 
have all the reaſcn in i} « World to ſortifie their 
undoubted Right of alien blirg with the Parlia- 
ment by all te Legal Fences and Securities that 
the C onfijtuticn hath provided for them: And to 


thaterdwvght to call in to their Aid the Premu- 


#7rory Clatje; which, if it be regularly executed 
(and it is the ir Own Fault, if it be not) will faften 
their Meetirgs fo cleſe to theſe of the Parliament, 
that neitler the Melice of their Ent mies, nor 
the Treachery of their falſe Friends ſhall ever 


dee able to difithve the Uricn. The Pie mu- 
_ bitory Clavſe is the very Ground-Work and 
Eeſis of all tie Intereft Which the Lover 
Clergy of this Church have in the State; Up- 


en it was built not only their Right of attend- 
ing on every Parliament, but their Right alſo of 


being form'd into a Separate Heuſe frem the Bi- 


ſhops, with diſtin Priviledges, and Immunities 


of its own + by which the Members of it have teen 

many a time a ſure Parrier to the Liberties of 

_ theſe they repreſented, and a Screen to em from 
ike Oppreſſ en of their Superiors. And to let go 
this Clavyſe therefore, is, to lecſen the Sheet An- 


cher frem the Ship; by vhich alcre, if by any 


thing, it muſt be enabled to ride ſafely in the 


worſt of Weathers. FEES 
3%&ncw, when you preſs this peint to ſome in 
tre Cerntry, ycu will hear of feveral Cbicftirrs to 


it, by which tlev vill repreſent the Joint Execn 
ten of this Ctarſe with the Cravecetien Writ, 38 


ret cnly Superf.ucus, but Imradicalle. Put a. 
ſure your ſell, Sir, that ſuch Cbediors neither 


Hare, ner can poſſibly lee eny Weight in them. 
Yor ro difficulty v hatever cen te pretended in 


this caſe, which was ner «£Guelly a Difficulty two 


er three Centurys egen, and might net then have 


been Urg'd, as reaſonably as Now, to hinder ihe 


 Oxeraticn of this Clavſe; which yet we ale ſure 
path been executed el} aleng, withcut any Tegal 
 Intarmiſktcr, frem the Dat: of it's Original In- 
ſeit ion vrecer Edwa; d the ii ft, to the late times of 
Cenſvſien under King Charles; unleſs when, at 


the beginning of this Fericd, the Popiſh Clergy, 


for aſcv Years fivgg)dagainfh it in order to pre- 


ſerve their Ind cpendence on the Temporale er. 


When 1 afti:m t his, 1 ſay nothing to You, Sir, but 


vhat I can weke goed by Ungueſtionable Au- 
thorities. The Recerds of the Tireate a plain 
Proof of this, as far as they go: For frem the 
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jorning the Convocation} when his onn PR O- 


tor theReturn of Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes 


as the Writ went cut, but as often as we find the? 


tain'd; end ſo often, at leaſt, as is r.eceflary} 
ſhew that the Obligation of this Clauſe was new 


the King's Parliamn.xt- Writ with this Clauſe, as W 


vertue ofthe Ore, than of the Other! I apy 


them, thatI deceive zou,l am contented to fol 


14545, dovnwardgs,the very Cripinal Writ which fi 


Vaſt Heaps of theſe that lie conſuſesly tegethe 
mouldring in the White Tower, there have late 
been retriev'd great Numbers of Original Ini 
ments of Proxy, fram'd by the Premoniſid Clergy 
in Obedience to this Clauſe, thro' all the Reign 
of our Princes, down to that of EAmard the fourth 
with which thoſe Records end: And doubtle 
there are emongft them Many of That Reig 
too, tho' they have not Jet bapned to-come tf 
hand. A Demorflration, that the Forms of EX 
ecuting this Clauſe were all along as duly obſervi 
as thoſe of theotherFarliament WritstotheSheriff 


Aſter this it appears from the Regiſters of ou 
ſeveral Churches,that like Executions of this Clau 
vere kept up in all ſucceeding Reigns: for the 
they are enter'd at Jergth; not indeed as offt 


entered in meny Elder Regifters of thoſe Time 
when we are ſvre the Execution regularly d 


enher remitted by the Crown, or declin'd by t 
Clergy. Nay, the rcor Remains of Convocatii 
Records, leit vs fince the Ad of Submiſſion, are 
Ieſtimony of this kind beyond diſpute: For fre 
thole we learn, that the Conſtent Practice Wi 
in the trent of the its of every Synod, to en 


as that to the Arcl biſſ op for calling the Clergy 
his Province . Undoubtedly, to ſkew that 
Clergy then aſſembled in Syncd, met no leſs 


to the Original Als of the Contucations of Iorł H 
vir ce, for rhe Truth of this Aſſertion, and to 
Luikeniick Extratts which we have from thoſe 
the Province of Cartertury : and if you find, W 
ever 5eu ſtah have the Opportunity of conſul 


an rhe Credit 1 have with You, or any other G 
Man for ener. In the Tork- 2s. which reach fi 


mn the Archi epand the Clerpy of his Dioce] 
Jarliament, is tte ſow'd in: And in the Fxf 
rem il:© Focks of this Province, the Entry of 
Writs is ts en notice of in theReigns o[ Queen 
paberh,Kirg James, and King ( harles the Firſt, d 
to the very Convecatien of 1640 zu hen indeeg 
Af vary emitted to Enter the rit, but the Q 
it ſelt was Executed, as J can from good Evid 
aſivreyeu, Jr. that Conyocarien, a Defire of 
plyirg the Neceffitys of the Crown put the 
-vy vpon (ittirg. and Cling lor many days 
the ParlementFad broke up abruptly: and fi 
fiifying of this Praktiſe led them Natural 
to Schemes of breakingthe Urion thet was bel 
the TneWrirs, end £1 1 thenicives at 


RG. 


8 they could from the Parliament; which, with 
Due Reverence to their Aſhes, I muſt ſay, was a 
falſe ſtep, and not agreeable to the true Intereſts of 
the Body. The Troubles came on, Convocati- 
Ins were no more thought of; and when the Cler- 
zy returned from Exile, they brought along with 
hem the Impreſſions they had taken up of this 
natter at their Laſt Mecting : and ſo the Execu- 
jon of the Parliament Writ came to be generally 
eglefted and diſus'd; till ſome Back Friends of 


he Order grafted upon this Neglect a Deſign of 


uppreſſing their Parliamentary Aſſemblies, and a- 
yakend them by this means into a ſight of their 
Error, and into Reſolutions of retrieving it. 


9 


3 upon this account — Mou cannot but per- 


ve, Sir, after what T have ſaid, that the Diffi- 
alties pretended in the Execution of this Writ, 
re but Pretences, and can have nothing Real in 


dem; becauſe this Clauſe hath been all along ex 
cuted together with the Provincial Wit, both in 


opiſn and Proteſtant Reigns: and if this bath 
*en done, it certainly may be done, and therefore 
Which may ſerve for a 


tht to be done ftill. 
eneral Anſwer to all the Duubts that can be rais'd 
this caſe; if you have no Mind, or Leiſure, to 


ter further into the Point, or to give your ſelf 
ie trouble of a particular Diſcuſſion of them. 
at if you think that worth while, you may ſee 


e Chief of them bricfly accounted for, in what 
los. 3 


You will be told perhaps, that the Endof In 


ting this Clauſe in the Biſhop's Writ hath ceas'd 
ce the Clergy left off to give their Own Sub. 
ys; and therefore it is to no purpoſe to have the 
ms of Execution preſerv'd. But the Anſwer to 


is is ready, that for above 350 Years no Grant 
m the Spiritualty hath been made by vertue of 
s Premoniſl.ing Clauſe : the Proof of which is 


tin, becauſe More of the Clergy have been 


1 in that Summons; to wit, the Regulars, and 


eral Others, in Popiſb times; and the Deans 
1 Chapters of Collegiate Churckes, fince the Re. 


mation. And therefore ſeeing the Clergy grant- 
nothing by this Clauſe, even when the Execu- 
n of ir was more regularly kept up, the ceaſing 
thoſe Grants can never be a Reaſon why it 
ald ceaſe to be Executed now, any more, than 
r 
t will be objected, that the Parliamem- 
# , and that for the Convocation, command 
attendance of the Clergy, in Two Places 
One time, to wit at Weſtminſter, and St, 
Ys; and Both therefore onght n8t to be Exe- 
ed, becauſe Both can't be Obeyed. But this 


„ 7027e ſtanding only; for the Two Writs 


To return to the Occaſion, upon which I en-_ 


Jou may further 


to each of them. A 
| ble Proctors fit ? For there is room but for Two 
nprehended in ſuch Grants, than were inclu- 


tion is aim'd at a Modern Practice of about ſingle one can be produc'd to the contrary: But 


ſummon'd always to different Days, till then; 
And though now they ſummon to the ſame Day, 
yet, I hope, it is very poſſible for the Clergy to 
meet at St. Paul's in the Morning, and at Weſtmin- 


ſter in the Afternoon; or vice verſa, as they pleaſe, 
accord ing to the Letter of both Writs; if That 


were expected of them, and neceſſary upon the 
foot of their ſeveral Summons. 
not; for the Laſt Writ releaſes the Obligation of 
theFormer,in point of Place,and giyes theClergy a 
Latitude in this part of their Obedience. TheCaſe 
is (or ſhould be) thus The Parliament Writ il- 


ſues firſt, being Teſted, that is, bearing Date al- 
ways a Day or two at leaſt before that for the 


Convocation; which therefore when it follows, 


ordering the ſame Perſons to attend at a Different 


Place, is, in this reſpect, a kind of Check or 
Countermand to the Other; leaving the Clergy 
free to meet firſt at Paul's, and to adjourn to Veſt- 
minſter afterwards, as they ſhall ſee occaſion. And 


this anſwers the Dithculty in relation to the Cler- 


oy of Tork Province alſo, who are call'd to attend 


at Weſtminſter, by the ſame Parliament-Writ with 
thoſe of Canterbury: But the ſucceeding Writ, 


which commands them to attend at St. Peter's, 


Tork, doth in that reſpect, vacate the former, 
that is, ſo far as it interferes with it; and is an 


Intimation to the Clergy of that Province, that 


their attending at home, under their own Arch- 
biſhop, while the Parliament lafts, ſhall be repu- 


ted and accepted as a ſufficient attendance on the 

Parliament. C 
perhaps hear it urg'd, That 
the Executing theſe Two Writs jointly may breed 
a Confuſion in the return of Proctors, to ſerve for 
the Clergy, by vertue of them. For any Chapter, 


or Dioceſe, that ſhall defire to perplex this mat- 


ter, may ſend up two different Proctors ſeverally 
And where ſhould theſe Dou- 


from every Dioceſe, and One from every Chap- 
ter to fit in Convocation. But the Cuftome and 


Vage of Convocation, which is the Law of Con- 
vocation, hath long ago determin'd this Difficul. 
ty, even from the Time that the joynt iſſuing of 

theſe Two Writs was fix'd and agreed upon; 


ſince when, there is no one Inftance (at leaſt 1 
have met with none, though I have ſearch'd with 


care for it) of the Clergies returning different 
Proctors by the One, and by the Other: But the 
ſame Perſons have been always commilſſion'd to 


act upon both Writs, and have had Powers given 
them proportion'd to the Tenor and Exigence of 
both of them. Of this I have ſeen more than an 

hundred Precedents, and would defire only that 
the Clauſe might Operate in this manner, till a 


3 ſhould 


But in truth it is 
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ſhould Double Proctors have been ſent up at any 
time ſever ally upon theſe Writs, it muſt have a- 
riſen purely from a Miſtake of the Senders; For 
the Intention of the Second Writ (that for the 


Convocation ) manifeſtly is, to call up the very ſame 
Perſons as are choſen by the Parliament Writ, on- 


ly under a different Capacity, and with diſtin 


Powers. This ſeems plain from that part of the 


Writ which reſummons the Dignitaries, T mean 
the Deans and Archdeacons; whoſe Obligation to 
attend, upon either of theſe Writs, is Perſonal, 


and who can therefore be call'd by the Latter in a 


different Capacity only from That in which they 
are cited by the former. Parallel to this muſt 
the Citation of the Clergy in the ſame Writ be, 
and cannot therefore well be underftood to call up 
New Repreſentatives, but the ſame Repreſenta- 


tives with New Powers. But this only by the bye 


Il he Trueſt and moſt Deciſive Anſwer to 


this Difficulty is, what I gave before, that Cu- 


ſtome, which is a ſure Interpreter of Forms, and 
governs in all Matters of this nature, hath deter- 
mind the Chapters and Dioceles to chooſe the 
ſame Proctors upon both theſe Writs, becauſe it 
hath ever been the Cuftome ſo to do, ſince the 


Concurrence of theſe two Writs was fully 


_ ſetled. 


But the moſt Preſſing Objection is yet to come, 
at leaſt that which you will hear moſt Noiſe made 


with. It is to this purpoſe That the Pre- 
munitory Clauſe cannot now be regularly Execu- 


ted by the Biſhop, becauſe he hath no Regular 
ſons Names, who were choſen upon the Clauſ 


way left of making a Return of ſuch Execution to 


the King, who commands it. For the Chancery, 


which receives the Returns of Other Parliament 


- Writs, is not the accuſtom'd Repoſitory for theſe ; 
nor can they properly be lodg'd with the Archbi- 


| ſhop, whoſe Authority is no ways concern'd in iſ- 


ſuing the Writs upon which they are fram'd. 
And an Execution of a Writ, without a Return of 


it, you will be told, is not Legal and Valid, 
To give a clear Anſwer to this Difficulty, it 
will be requiſite that J ſhould explain to you one 


of the Terms of it. A Return, in the Parliamen- 
try Senſe of the Word (in which we now uſe it) 
is a Certificate from the Officer, appointed to Ex- 
ecute a Writ, that he hath done, as it directs ; ac- 


company'd with a Schedule or Indorſement of the 
Names of the ſeveral Perſons choſen by vertue of 


it. Thus, for Inſtance, the Sheriff of every Coun- 
ty makes Return of the Writ for chooſing Knights, 


&c. by Certifying the King, in Chancery, that 
he has done ſo and ſo, as that Writ requir'd, and 
that ſuch and ſuch Men have been choſen by the 
County, &c. in Obedience to it. 
he that ſays, ſuch a Return from the Biſhop to the 
_ King is neceſſary upon the Præmunientes, either 


that no Body elſe does; for from the firſt framing 


true, when the Biſhops excus'd themſelves from a 


neceſſary Tngredient in every Formal Return fo 


do, when he receives this Writ, is, to tranſm 


Proctors are choſen in Obedience to the Warning 


But now, Sir, 


knows nothing of theſe Matters himſelf, or hopes 


of the Clauſe to this Day, no ſuch Return was 
ever made of it. And the reaſon is evident, be- 
cauſe the Clauſe it ſelf direQs no ſuch Return to 
be made; and a Return is never either Neceſſary{ 
or Proper, but when it is commanded. The She4 

riff indeed returns his Writ, becauſe he is Oblig 
ſo to do, by theſe or the like words, at the Cloſe 

of it, Et Electionem in pleno Comitatu factam di- 
ſtinctè & aperte ſub ſigillo Tao & ſigillis eorum qui 
Elefioni illi interfuerint, Nobis in Cancellariam 
noſtram ad Diem & Locum in Brevi contentos certi- 
fices indilate, But no Words of like Import with 
thele being, or having ever been, in the Parliag 
ment-Writ to the Bithop, he neither can, nal 
ought regularly to make any Return of it: Eſpei 
cially, ſince he hath not only the Silence of the 
Writ, but perpetual Practice of his fide; it has 
ving ever been the Cuſtome for the Biſhop to Ex: 
ecute the Writ, but never to Return it. Ti 


Perſonai Attendance,which by the Writ they were 
bound to, and appointed their Profors to appeal 
for them in Parliament, they did now and then i 

their Inſtruments of Proxy directed to the King 
recite the whole Writ, and mention their Obedi 
ence to the Warning Clauſe of it. But ſuch Form! 
are very Kare, and to be ſure therefore Superfly: 


_ ous, conſidering the Frequent Occaſion there wa 


for them. And even in the Few Forms of thi 
kind, there is never any Specification of the Per 


there ſaid to be obey d; which is a conſtant an 
the Parliament. All therefore a Biſhop hath t 
it by Mandate to the Perſons concern'd, and t 


give the ſame Directions for a Choice upon th 
Writ, as he doth in his Mandate upon the Co 


vocation Writ; and to take care that ſuch a Choig 


he accordingly made: And when this is done, an 
he has order'd an Entry of the Forms in the R 
giftry of his See, he hath Executed the Writ 7 
Legally and Eftettually as it ever was, or need h 


„ eo teh... 
If it be faid, how then ſhall it be known, wh 


Clauſe, if no Return be made of them to tl 
King? Janſwer—Juftas it was known in form. 
Ages, when no ſuch Return was made. T 
Procuratorial Powers under Hand and Seal, whit 
they bring up from their Principals, are the A 
thentick Evidences of their Choice, and of the 
Right to appear for them. And theſe Jnſtz 
ents ſupply the place of a Formal Return, n 
only in the Caſe of this Writ, but even of T 
| | 3 \] al 
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alſo. by Which, the whole Convocation is Sum- 
Mon d. For it is very obſervable, that in the 
ſeyeral Returns or Certifications, which the ſeveral 
Biſhops make, upon that Writ, to the Archbi- 
ſhop's Mandate (by vertue of a Clauſe in that 
Mandate expreſly ordering them ſo to do) they 
do, or ſhould ſpecifie the Names only of ſuch Pre- 
[ates of their Dioceſe as they have perſonally. ci- 


not to be) return'd by the Biſhop, becauſe the 
Proxy-Powers they. bring up are ſuppos'd to 
vouch. for them. And this is the true reaſon why 
the. Commons in Parliament bring up no ſuch In- 
firuments now from the Countics, Cities and Bo- 


kate of their Choice, and of their Names is made 
need no other Vouchers. 
which will ſhew you plainly (if you ſtill want to 


ut when Commanded. It relates to the King's 
Writ of Convocation, which he directs to the 
\ rchbiſhop, who, I told you, conveys it by 
Mandate to the Biſhop of London, aud, by Him, 
d. all his Suffragans ; Every one of which cer- 
ines the Archbiſhop (as they are by Him dire- 
ted to do) how. they have obeyed Hls Man- 
date; but the Archbithop himſelf never certifies 
be King, how he hath Obey'd the Royal Writ. 


'rit, which direct any ſuch Certification. As 
Xecute the King's Writ, when he takes care that 


nent Writ to all Intents and Purpoſes, when he 
loch as it preſcribes, though he makes no Return 


urn, he hath a very Ready and Natural way of 
Hing it, by entring on the Back of his Writ, a 
ertificate of his Execution of it, when he brings 
Bo With him to Parhament. rn. 


hich a late Writer hath, by Order, declaim'd 
gainſt the Execution of this Clauſe, and endea- 
ur'd, by a Variety of falſe Colours, dreſs'd up 


nt it as Ridiculous and Impracticable. If any 
2, Who hath the Patience to read his Haran- 
ves, ſhall attack you from thence with this diffi- 
ty, you have now, Sir, what to reply to it. 
nd. methinks, without reaſoning much on the 
Batter, or entring far into the Merits of it, 
could be a ſutficient-and ſhort proof, that the 


- _ _ 


ted : But the Names of the Prodors, choſen by- 
the Chapter and Dioceſe are not (at leaſt, ought 


foughs which they repreſent, becauſe a Certifi- 
in the Sheriffs Returns to the King, and they 
I have one thing more to add on this Head, 


be-ſhewn it) that a Return is never Neceſſary, 


Vhy? Becauſe there are no words in the King's 
he Archbiſhop therefore is underſtood duly to 


is obey'd, fo every Biſhop executes the Parlia- 


Fit. After all; if any Biſhop is ſtill Scrupu- 
dus, and thinks it his Duty to make ſuch a Re- 


1 have dwelt the more largely on r 


Fa Return, becauſe it is the Chief Head, upon 


big Words, after his Florid Manner, to repre- | 


wards diſpating and deciding this point; and there- 


Execution, | 
to the Conſtitution, that ſome men are with ſo 
much Zeal and Eagerneſs bent, or bid to oppoſe it. 
Had they not ſeen. ſome thing in it, which they 
did not like, they would never have taken all the 
pains they have done to make Nothing of it, And 
if any good or wiſe Man in the Church ſhall judge, 
that they have miſpent their Zeal on this occaſion, 
he may happen to live long enough, though he 
ſhould not be very Young, to ſee his Miſtake 


in this caſe, when it will be too late to retti- 


fie it, | 
I can recolle& no other Objection at preſent 


that carrys Weight with it; for what is ſaid of 
Awakening the Fealouſy of the Laity, by the Re- 
vival of ſuch a Practiſe, is ſaid, without any Com- 


miſſion from Them, who ſmile at ſuch a pretence; 


and is only a Way that ſome Honett Clergymen 
| have got of railing ſuch a Jealouſy, if they can, 
by Objecting it. But there is no Room for ſuch 
Suſpicions to ariſe, ſince the Clergy attending by 
the Premunitory Clauſe, are the very lame, that 
attend by the Convocation Writ, and are allowed 


even by thoſe who would lay the Clauſe aſleep to 


have juſt the ſame Rights, Privileges, and Inte- 


efts by the One, as by the Other. Which that 
they may be ſure to enjoy, they deſire to keep up 


Both their Titles to them; eſpecially That of the 


Premoniſhing Clauſe, which hath been incorpora- 
ted now into a Parliament Writ for above 400 


Years, and is as immoveable as the Conſtitution 
of Parliaments; whereas the Other, upon how _ 
firm a Foundation ſoever it ſtands, yet from ſome 


late Doctrines and Practices we have reaſon to be- 


lieve, will ſoon be diſputed. You know what 
hath been done in Ireland on this. head, tince the 
Revolution, and what happen'd here in England, in 


relation to the Writ for rork-Province the laſt 
Parliament but one ; and cannot but judge that 
wherever the blame of theſe Omiſhons lys, they 
did not fall out altogether by Chance, ſince you 


find that thoſe very Writers, who labor ſo hard 


to Excuſe the dropping of One Provincial Writ, 
do at the ſame time advance Poſitions that will 
juſtify the Omitting Both of them, The Author 


of a Pamphlet entitled [ The Principles of Mr. 


Atterbury's Book conſider d] began to hint this 
Secret Ten months agon. Whether, ſays he, 


« the Clergy have an Indiſputed Right to be fum- 


% mon'd to meet in Convocation as often as a New 


Parliament is call'd, I ſhall not decide | p. 4.4 
And again“ Whether the King is indi- 
« 1 58 oblig d by Law, or Immemorial Cu- 
«K {+ 


tome to iſſue ſuch Writs for a Convocation, eve- 
& ry New Parliament, I ſhall not diſpute Up. 9. J 
But, it ſeems, Matters ſince are better ripen d to- 


fore 


F this Clauſe is of ſome Importance 


TS wy i a. a we «oo MK - 


n 


fore the Laſt Advocate on that fide hath not 
thought himſelt oblig'd to ſuch Reſerves, but 
roundly affirms, that the Kingmay LEGALLY 
NOT-SUMM ON a Convocation, when he 
Summonsa Parliament, in the Paſſage I have al- 


ready tranſerib'd from him. Can any one who 


ſtands by and obſerves, what hath been ſaid and 
done on this occaſion, doubt whether it be Pru- 
dence in the Clergy to lay hold of the Parliamen- 
tary Writ, and inſiſt on the Execution of it? Or 
can their doing ſo juſtly raiſe the N82 of any 
but ſuch as are willing the Clergy ſhould be firuck 
out of the Conſtitution, and 
the poor Remains of thoſe Legal Rights and Li- 
berties which their Predeceſſors enjoy d? I doubt 
not but that the Eyes of the Generality of our 
Body are now open in this reſpect, and that there 
vill be found among them ſo muck: Wiſdom, In- 
tegrity, and Reſolut ion, as may enable them to 
Stem the Tide that ſets ſo hard againſt them at 
preſent, and break all the Pernicious Meaſures 


row on foot for leſſen ing and enſlaving them. Or 


deſpoil'd of all 


ſhould it be determin'd by God to ſuffer the ona; 
ſels of thoſe that wiſh ill to them to proſper and 
take effect, yet win it ſtin be fome Comfort to 
them, that they have had no ſhare in the Guilt of 

dropping their own Priviledges, and will give 
them the ſureſt Ground to hope that they may, 


one day or other, retrieve them. Rights that 


187 loft, without being Conteſted, never revive: 
ut when a Solemn Plea is put in by the Injur'd 

Party, though at preſent it ſhould be over rul'd, 
yeta Time may come when it ſhall be more fa- 


vorably heard. Be of good Courage, and let u 


Hay the men for our People, and for the Citys of 


. aur Gad; and the Lord do that which ſeemeth him 


good. . 
os I am, SIR, \ | 
Nov. 17. Your Moſt Aﬀettionate 


1701. . 
5 Humble Servant. 


— 
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The Parliament Writ to the Biſhop, with the | 


I Scotia Francia © Hibernia Rex Fidei De- 
ſenſor &c. Reverends in Chriſto Patri & perquam 


on Salute m. Quia de Advizamenio & conſenſu Conſi- 
lj naſtri pro quibiſdam arduis & urgentibus Nego- 
njs Nos, flatum & defenſionem 
V Ecclefhe Anglicanæ concernen quoddam Parlia- 


eri ordinavimus © ibidem Vobiſcum at cum cateris 
Pralatis Magnatibus ac Proceribus dicti Regt 


"tri. colloquium hubere & watatum Tobis in fide 
| WO dileGione quibus Nobis tenemini ſu miter injun- 
endo mandamus, quod cenſideratis didlerum Digger 


rum arduitate & periculis imminentibus ceſſan- 


te 2 diftis die & loco perſonal” 


& 


merpris Nobiſcum & cum Pralatis Magnatibus 


(3 VLIELMUS Fertius Dei gratia Anglia 
jdeli Confiliariomoftro ¶ E N RICO Epiſcepo Lon- 
Regni noſtri Angliæ 


nentum noſtrum apud Civitatem neſiram Vet- 
nonaſter Sexto die Feburarij prox* futur e- 


" lis didi 


Clauſe, Præmunientes. 


Proceribus prad* Super diftis Negotij s tractaturi 


veſtrumque conſilium impenſuri, & hoc ſic ut Nos & 
honorem noſtrum ac Salvationem © defenſionem 


Regni Anglia © Ecclefix prædid“ expeditionemque 


dior” Negotior diligitis nullatenus omittatis, | 
preronentesDecanum C Capirulum Eccleſiæ veſtre 
Londen àc Archidiaconos totumque Clerum veſtræ 


Dioceſeos quod ijdem Decanus C Arctidiacont in 

prohrijs Perſonis ſuis ac dictum Capitulum per ununa 
Ae mque Cterus per duos Procuratoresidone es flenam 
'& Sufficiemem Poreſtatem ab iſſis Capitulo & Cſero 


diviſim babentes pradictis die & loco inter ſint ad con- 


ſemiend bijs que tunc & ilidem de com muni Gonfi- 
Fegni me ure) 
 Utigenis or yinart. Teſte Meigſo au He Vie 
ceſimo Sexto die Menſis Decembris, Auno Regnt 
naſiri duodecimo. TR 


Trevor Daulin. 
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4 > VLIELMUS Jertius Dei Gratia Angliæ 
Scoti.æ Franice & Hiberniæ Rex Fidei De- 
fenſor, &c. Reverendiſſimo in Chriſto Patri & Fi- 
deli Conſiliario noſtro Ibomæ Eadem Gratia Cant. 
Arcbiepiſd. totins Anglia Primati © Metropolitano 
Salutem. Quibuſd arduis & urgentibus Negotiis Nos 
ſecuritatem & Defenſionem Eccleſiæ Anglicans ac 
Pacem & Tranquilitatem bonum Publicum & De- 
fenſionem Regni Noſtri & Subditorum noſtrorum 
8juſdem concernen Vobis in fide & Dilectione quibus 
Nobis tenemini Rogando mandamus quatenus premiſſis 
debito intuitu attentss & ponderatis Vniverſos & 
fingulos Epiſcopos Veſtre Provincia ac Decanos Ec- 


Printed for Tho 


the Archbiſhop for the Con- 


vocation. 
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clefiarumCathedralium necnon ArchidiaconosCapitul⸗ 
© Collegia totùmqʒ Clerum cujuſlibet Dioceſeos ejuſ- 
 demProvinciz adComparendum corambobis in Eccleſia 
Cathedrali Sti. Pauli London ſexto die Februarii 
proxime futuro vel alibi prout melius expe dire 
Videritis cum omni Celeritate accommoda modo de- 
bito convocari faciatis ad tractandum Conſentiendum 
7 Concludendum- ſuper præmiſſis & aliis que ſibi Clad 
rius Exponentur tunc ibidem ex Parte noſtra C ho, 
ſicut Nos & ſtatum Regni noſtri ac Honorem © Vti 
litatem Eccleſiz predict' diligitys nullatenus omit 
tat is. Teſte meipſo apud WeſtmonaſP Viceſimo Sextl 
die Decembris Anno Regni Noſtri Duodecimo, | 


wo IIS — 2 2 


— — * 


